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SPECIALIST
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES TO EDUCATION

FOUNDING DIRECTOR'S WELCOME
Welcome to Melbourne Specialist International School
(MSIS), a school that takes pride in building an inclusive
community. At MSIS, we believe that everyone can
contribute to society in some way.

The curriculum at MSIS is designed to help young children
become confident and independent adults regardless of their
disabilities.
This is presented as a developmental sequence of learning
from the age of three-years through to 25 years of age. This
integrated approach allows teachers to work collaboratively
with therapists and specialists to meet the individual
learning needs of our students.

FOUNDING DIRECTOR'S WELCOME
MSIS develops students’ capabilities through the delivery of
a Visual and Performing Arts program. We use the
disciplines of dance, music, art, and drama as a tool to
teach our students functional numeracy, literacy, and
independent living skills. Students transition to
vocational training, independent living, or living
assistance after graduation.

prewith

Our
ASPIRE
Centre
provides
continued
learning
opportunities to ensure students are continuously engaged
and involved in community events throughout their adult
life.
We look forward to welcoming your family to our MSIS
community.

Sincerely,

Jayne Nadarajoo

ART THERAPY
Theatrical play and dramatic exercises promote selfhealing, growth and self-awareness. Emotional and
developmental needs are addressed through a combination
of an art activity and therapy relationship.

VISUAL ART
Visual art represents a powerful language of expression
that enhances the learning process through experimenting
with a variety of materials. We provide a supportive
environment that encourages students to respond to and
interact with stimuli such as props, pictures, music, masks
and puppets, all the way through to role play scenarios
and acting out simple stories based on familiar themes and
ideas. These experiences engage the students in narrative
structure and draw their awareness to the dynamics of
communication and interaction.
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DANCE
Students learn to work together or alone using
appropriate movements in response to different rhythmic
patterns. This requires concentration and memory, whilst
also
demonstrating
coordination,
flexibility,
body
awareness and balance. During dance lessons, students
watch and listen, count out the number of steps or
movements, and use basic concepts like left, right, up,
down – an excellent foundation for developing language
and Maths skills.

MUSIC
MSIS offers a rich diversity of music therapy experiences
that enables all students to participate through singing,
song learning, movement, improvisation, performance,
playing instruments, listening to music and relaxation.
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DRAMA
Students explore verbal and non-verbal communication
and interaction, recognising and expressing emotions, and
engaging their imaginations through dramatic play.
Ultimately, these activities lead all students to performing
a role in our school stage production.

PHYSCIAL EDUCATION
Physical Education is an essential routine for students as
it reinforces the importance of health and exercise in
their general wellbeing. In the Early Years, students learn
such skills as turn taking, comprehending and following
instructions through games, basic stretches and exercises.
For older students from Foundation through to Transition,
they learn and practice skills from several sports.
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FIELD TRIPS
Field trips offer a great learning experience for our
students, increasing their confidence and independence.
Field trips include walks around Dempsey Hill as well as
bus trips to Tanglin Mall, the Enabling Village and the
nearby cinema on Orchard Road.

PRE-VOCATIONAL
TRAINING
In partnership with nearby
businesses,
students
are
encouraged
to
gain
work
experience. At a nearby café,
students can learn food and
beverage hard skills such as
making
simple
sandwiches
through to clearing tables and
tidying up. This experience
also works on soft skills such
as
following
directions,
making
eye
contact
and
working independently.

MSIS also offers work experience at a nearby preschool run by
the same owners. Students can read stories to the children,
help during outdoor play and assist teachers to set up and tidy
away. MSIS is always working towards establishing new
partnerships with businesses in various fields that complement
the skills of our children.
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SWIMMING
Our swimming program is adapted to each individual
student’s needs however; water safety is always our main
priority. For the less confident swimmers, we focus largely
on water safety in and around the pool with the use of
floating devices. For the more capable swimmers, we focus
on gross motor skills such as stroke and kicking
techniques.

OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPHY
The primary goal of occupational therapy is to enable
students to participate in the activities of everyday life as
independently as possible. This may be through improving
the child’s skills or it may be through improving the
environment in which the child is expected to function
e.g. prescribing a special toilet seat or hand rails.
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PHYSIOTHERAPHY
At MSIS, the physiotherapist helps the family to maximise
the movement potential of the students and teaches
parents or carers the skills to develop the child’s ability to
perform everyday tasks.

SPEECH AND
LANGUAGE THERAPY
Our speech and language therapists work alongside
teachers, assistants, family and other therapists to
develop the students’ language and communication skills.
Many of our students require Augmentative & Alternative
(AAC) forms of communication that include the use of
body language, objects, picture symbols, written words or
signing and electronic devices. These are used to support
our students understanding of what is said to them, and to
give them a means of telling us something.
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PSYCHOLOGIST
When required, MSIS works closely with a psychologist to
advise on the management of student behaviour. They
work with members of staff and parents to assist in
providing
strategies
for
what
is
developmentally
appropriate for a child as well as offering counselling to
parents.

ADMISSION
PROCEDURE
MSIS welcomes enrolments at all levels throughout the
year. We aim to ensure that all students experience a
smooth transition into school with maximum support but a
minimum of disruption. We encourage all new families to
visit our school and we invite children to spend a day with
us.
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CHAT TO OUR
PRINCIPAL OR BOOK A TOUR, PLEASE
CALL +65 6634 8891. WE WOULD LOVE TO
SHOW YOU AROUND!

